The Church at Sardis
I.

The Description of Christ
Revelation 3:1 (ESV) “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. “‘I know your
works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead.
A.

The church is simply reminded of God’s sovereign control over the
church.
Revelation 1:20 (ESV) As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw
in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the
seven churches.

B.

They are to keep in mind the person with whom they are dealing.
Revelation 1:16 (ESV) In his right hand he held seven stars, from his
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun
shining in full strength.
Revelation 1:17 (ESV) When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.
But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the
last,
Revelation 1:18 (ESV) and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.
Revelation 3:1 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The
words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "‘I
know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are
dead

II.

The Assessment of the Church
Revelation 3:1 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "‘I know your
works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead.
A.

Christ’s negative assessment of the church at Sardis.
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Revelation 3:1 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The
words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "‘I
know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are
dead.
1.

The church at Sardis for the most part is spiritually dead.
Revelation 3:1 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis
write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the
seven stars. "‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being
alive, but you are dead.

2.

a.

This is a very negative assessment.

b.

A church can’t get any worse than being spiritually dead.

c.

In other words, the church was filled with people who were
Christians in name only.

They did have a few who were alive.
Revelation 3:4 (ESV) Yet you have still a few names in Sardis,
people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with
me in white, for they are worthy.

B.

The church at Sardis was well thought of by others.
1.

What is extremely note worthy is that others viewed the church as
thriving.
Revelation 3:1 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis
write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the
seven stars. "‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being
alive, but you are dead.

2.

The reputation that they had gained was with people not with God.
Revelation 3:1 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis
write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the
seven stars. "‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being
alive, but you are dead.

3.

However, in fact they were spiritually dead,
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Revelation 3:1 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis
write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the
seven stars. "‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being
alive, but you are dead.
4.

They had not met Christ’s standard.
Revelation 3:2 (ESV) Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is
about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight
of my God.
a.

The word “found” speaks of a judicial decision on the part of
Christ.
Revelation 3:2 (ESV) Wake up, and strengthen what remains
and is about to die, for I have not found your works
complete in the sight of my God.

b.

They have not met God’s standard
Revelation 3:2 (ESV) Wake up, and strengthen what remains
and is about to die, for I have not found your works
complete in the sight of my God.

C.

Positive assessment:
1.

This is the only church that does not receive any praise.

2.

However, there is a small remnant that is praiseworthy.
Revelation 3:4 (ESV) Yet you have still a few names in Sardis,
people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with
me in white, for they are worthy.

3.

Application;
a.

It is possible that a church may enjoy a reputation as lively
and active church when it is in fact spiritually dead.

b.

How can a church gain a reputation for being spiritually alive
when it is spiritually dead?
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III.

c.

Obviously, a faulty standard of judgment is being employed.

d.

What faulty criteria might some use to evaluate the spiritual
health of a church?
(1)

Is the church growing numerically?

(2)

Does the church bring in a great deal of money?

(3)

Is the church involved with the community?

(4)

Does the church have an outstanding musical
program?

(5)

Is the church attracting young people?

Remedy
A.

They are to see how critical their condition really is.
Revelation 3:2 (ESV) Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about
to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God.
1.

What does it mean to “wake up”?

2.

The lexicon defines the word as follows: " To be awake, watchhful

3.

The word that stands in opposition to watching is sleeping.
1 Thessalonians 5:6 (ESV) So then let us not sleep, as others do,
but let us keep awake and be sober.

4.

The words watch and sleep are used in connection with the
prayers of Jesus in the garden.
Matthew 26:38 (ESV) Then he said to them, “My soul is very
sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.”
Matthew 26:39 (ESV) And going a little farther he fell on his face
and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”
Matthew 26:40 (ESV) And he came to the disciples and found them
sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me
one hour?
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* Note that prayer and watchfulness also are often connected in
the scripture but are not synonymous just as prayer and fasting are
often connected in the scripture but are not synonymous.
B.

They are to give life support to that which has not yet died but is in the
process of dying.
Revelation 3:2 (ESV) Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about
to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God.
Acts 14:21 (ESV) When they had preached the gospel to that city and had
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to
Antioch,
Acts 14:22 (ESV) strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging
them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations
we must enter the kingdom of God.

C.

They are to revisit the truths that they had been given and been
instructed in.
Revelation 3:3 (ESV) Remember, then, what you received and heard.
Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and
you will not know at what hour I will come against you.
1 Corinthians 15:1 (ESV) Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel
I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand,
1 Corinthians 15:2 (ESV) and by which you are being saved, if you hold
fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:3 (ESV) For I delivered to you as of first importance what
I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures,
1 Corinthians 15:4 (ESV) that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures,

D.

They are to believe and obey those truths.
Revelation 3:3 (ESV) Remember, then, what you received and heard.
Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and
you will not know at what hour I will come against you.
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1 Corinthians 15:1 (ESV) Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel
I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand,
1 Corinthians 15:2 (ESV) and by which you are being saved, if you hold
fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:3 (ESV) For I delivered to you as of first importance what
I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures,
1 Corinthians 15:4 (ESV) that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures,
E.

They are to change their ways.
Revelation 3:3 (ESV) Remember, then, what you received and heard.
Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and
you will not know at what hour I will come against you.

IV.

The warning.
Revelation 3:3 (ESV) Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it,
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know
at what hour I will come against you.
A.

The warning is taken from the thief imagery of I Thess.
1.

He will come upon the unbeliever as a thief.
1 Thessalonians 5:2 (ESV) For you yourselves are fully aware that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.

2.

He is viewed as a “thief” because of the destruction that will come
to those who are “asleep”
1 Thessalonians 5:3 (ESV) While people are saying, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them
as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not
escape.

B.

He is not to come upon the believer as a thief.
1TH 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief.

V.

The comfort for the faithful.
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Revelation 3:4 (ESV) Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have
not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are
worthy.
A.

Those who heed the warning will be viewed as righteous.
Revelation 3:4 (ESV) Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who
have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for
they are worthy.
Revelation 3:5 (ESV) The one who conquers will be clothed
thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of
the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father
and before his angels.

B.

Those who heed the warning will not need to fear death.
Revelation 3:5 (ESV) The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will
confess his name before my Father and before his angels.

C.

Christ will intercede for those who are faithful.
Revelation 3:5 (ESV) The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will
confess his name before my Father and before his angels.
Romans 8:31 (ESV) What then shall we say to these things? If God is for
us, who can be against us?
Romans 8:32 (ESV) He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up
for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
Romans 8:33 (ESV) Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is
God who justifies.
Romans 8:34 (ESV) Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us.
Romans 8:35 (ESV) Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
danger, or sword?
Romans 8:36 (ESV) As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all
the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
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Romans 8:37 (ESV) No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.
Romans 8:38 (ESV) For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,
Romans 8:39 (ESV) nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
VI.

Conclusion:
A.

We are to heed the warning to be a church that is alive.
Revelation 3:6 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches.’

B.

A church that is alive, is one that is faithful to the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

C.

A church dies when it is no longer preaching the gospel.
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