The Church at Pergamum
Introduction:

I.

The Description of Christ
A.

Once again, a description of Christ is given that is appropriate to the
situation of the church.
Revelation 2:12 (ESV) “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
‘The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.

B.

Once again, this pithy description is taken from the vision that is given in
chapter 1.
Revelation 1:16 (ESV) In his right hand he held seven stars, from his
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun
shining in full strength.

C.

This same description appears elsewhere in the book of Revelation.
Revelation 19:15 (ESV) From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which
to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.
Revelation 19:21 (ESV) And the rest were slain by the sword that came
from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were
gorged with their flesh.
1.

From the references in Revelation 19 we find that the sharp-two
edged sword is more fully described.

2.

The sharp-two edged sword is the tongue or words of Christ.
Revelation 19:15 (ESV) From his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of
iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the
Almighty.

3.

The sharp sword will subdue the nations.
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Revelation 19:15 (ESV) From his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of
iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the
Almighty.
Thus, Christ will only have to speak to subdue the nations.
4.

His Word will be powerful and result in full outward obedience.
Revelation 19:15 (ESV) From his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of
iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the
Almighty.

5.

His word will reveal His full wrath.
Revelation 19:15 (ESV) From his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of
iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the
Almighty.

6.

Christ’s spoken word is consistent with the written word of God.
Hebrews 4:12 (ESV) For the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.

II.

Christ’s intimate care and concern.
A.

Christ knows all about what the church at Pergamum is going through.
1.

Christ knows where they live.
Revelation 2:13 (ESV) “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s
throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my
faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells.
Christ knows all about the things that they are facing, the
circumstances they are encountering, the hardships they are
enduring the evil that encompasses them.
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2.

They live in a place where Satan’s power is definitely at work.
Revelation 2:13 (ESV) "‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's
throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my
faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells.

3.

They live in a place where Satanic influences are keenly felt.
Revelation 2:13 (ESV) "‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's
throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my
faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells.

III.

Christ’s assessment of the church at Pergamum.
A.

Christ’s positive assessment of the church.
1.

Christ praises the church for having continued to identify with
Christ even in a difficult place.
Revelation 2:13 (ESV) "‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's
throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my
faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells.

2.

Christ praises the church for having remained faithful to Christ’s
teaching even during difficult times.
Revelation 2:13 (ESV) "‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's
throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my
faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was
killed among you, where Satan dwells.

3.

Christ praises those who remain faithful to Him even in difficult
times and places.
Revelation 2:13 (ESV) "‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's
throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my
faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells.

4.

Application:
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B.

a.

Christ is well aware of the full extent of the circumstances of
our lives.

b.

Christ acknowledges that there are some places where it is
more difficult to live for Christ than other places.

c.

Christ acknowledges that there are some times when it is
more difficult to live for Christ than at other times.

d.

There are places around the globe where Satanic activity
and influence is far greater than in other places.

e.

There are times in the history of our own nation when it was
easier to live for Christ than during other times in our nation.

f.

It is helpful for us to recognize the place and time in which
we live spiritually.

Christ’s negative assessment of the church.
1.

There were some who were teaching out of the wrong motivation.
Revelation 2:14 (ESV) But I have a few things against you: you
have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught
Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that
they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual
immorality.
2 Peter 2:14 (ESV) They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for
sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed.
Accursed children!
2 Peter 2:15 (ESV) Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray.
They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved
gain from wrongdoing,
2 Peter 2:16 (ESV) but was rebuked for his own transgression; a
speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the
prophet’s madness.

2.

Their false teaching resulted in religious and moral impurity.
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Revelation 2:14 (ESV) But I have a few things against you: you
have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught
Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that
they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual
immorality.
Revelation 2:15 (ESV) So also you have some who hold the
teaching of the Nicolaitans.
IV.

Christ warns the church.
A.

If these individuals do not repent of their false teaching and sinful
practices His word will be to them destruction not a comfort.
Revelation 2:16 (ESV) Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and
war against them with the sword of my mouth.
2 Peter 2:15 (ESV) Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They
have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from
wrongdoing,
2 Peter 2:16 (ESV) but was rebuked for his own transgression; a
speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's
madness.

B.

The church is to listen to His word and not the word of false teachers.
Revelation 2:17 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the
hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written
on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.'

C.

Christ will provide for those who remain faithful to Him.
Revelation 2:17 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the
hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written
on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.'
1.

The significance of the reference to manna.
a.

The allusion is the Old Testament where God provided for
Israel in the wilderness ( a place that was hard and difficult
not unlike the place where Satan dwells.
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b.

2.

He provided food for the nation as opposed to relying on
food that is sacrificed to idols and those who preach the
word of God for personal gain,

The significance of the hidden manna.
a.

So that the children of Israel would not forget the
faithfulness of God’s provision a pot of manna was placed in
the ark of the covenant.
Exodus 16:31 (ESV) Now the house of Israel called its name
manna. It was like coriander seed, white, and the taste of it
was like wafers made with honey.
Exodus 16:32 (ESV) Moses said, “This is what the LORD
has commanded: ‘Let an omer of it be kept throughout your
generations, so that they may see the bread with which I fed
you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of
Egypt.’”
Exodus 16:33 (ESV) And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar,
and put an omer of manna in it, and place it before the
LORD to be kept throughout your generations.”
Exodus 16:34 (ESV) As the LORD commanded Moses, so
Aaron placed it before the testimony to be kept.
Hebrews 9:3 (ESV) Behind the second curtain was a second
section called the Most Holy Place,
Hebrews 9:4 (ESV) having the golden altar of incense and
the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in
which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s
staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant.

b.

D.

Thus those who remain faithful to God will be sustained by
Him in the most difficult of circumstances, by a miraculous
provision of His grace.

Christ will provide for those who remain faithful to Him a future
indescribable glorious existence.
Revelation 2:17 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the
hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written
on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.’
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1.

The Old Testament allusions in our text are numerous.
a.

A new name in the scriptures speaks of a new and different
existence.
Isaiah 56:5 (ESV) I will give in my house and within my walls
a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I
will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.

b.

Isaiah 62:2 sheds some very helpful light on our text.
Isaiah 62:2 (ESV) The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a
new name that the mouth of the LORD will give.
Notice how the elements of our passage come together in
this verse.
(1)

Righteousness equals a white stone.
Isaiah 62:2 (ESV) The nations shall see your
righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you
shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the
LORD will give
Revelation 2:17 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one
who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna,
and I will give him a white stone, with a new name
written on the stone that no one knows except the
one who receives it.'

(2)

A new name corresponds to a new name in our text.
Isaiah 62:2 (ESV) The nations shall see your
righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you
shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the
LORD will give
Revelation 2:17 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one
who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna,
and I will give him a white stone, with a new name
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written on the stone that no one knows except the
one who receives it.'
c.

The mouth of the Lord corresponds to the one who
has a sharp two edged sword in our text.
Isaiah 62:2 (ESV) The nations shall see your
righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you
shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the
LORD will give

2.

We have another allusion to a name in the book of Revelation that
is relevant to our text.
Revelation 3:12 (ESV) The one who conquers, I will make him a
pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will
write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my
God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of
heaven, and my own new name.

V.

Conclusion:
A.

Christ’s word is powerful - it is like a two edged sword.

B.

It is two edged for it can work for us or against us.

C.

D.

1.

His word can subdue our enemies.

2.

His word can provide comfort, help and blessing to those who trust
in Him.

There are times and places where it is extremely difficult to live for the
Lord.
1.

God is full aware of those difficulties.

2.

There is a “hidden manna” of His provision for all those who trust in
Him.

3.

We do not need to eat the food of idols.

We are to live righteous and holy lives following the instruction of God’s
word and not the words of false teachers.
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1.

To those who do not submit to Christ His word will be their
destruction.

2.

To those who submit to Christ His word is their protection and
comfort.
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