The Church at Thyatira
Introduction:
I.

The description of Christ
A.

Jesus is described as the Son of God.
Revelation 2:18 (ESV) “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and
whose feet are like burnished bronze.

B.

1.

It is only here in the whole book of Revelation that Jesus is referred
to as the Son of God.

2.

Why here?

3.

Hold that thought!

Jesus is described as one who has gone through an ordeal that is a
purifying process.
Revelation 2:18 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and
whose feet are like burnished bronze.
Revelation 1:14 (ESV) The hairs of his head were white, like white wool,
like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire,
Revelation 1:15 (ESV) his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a
furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters.

C.

That purifying process reveals His faithfulness and adherence to the truth
in His sacrificial death.
Revelation 19:11 (ESV) Then I saw heaven opened, and
behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.
Revelation 19:12 (ESV) His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head
are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but
himself.
Revelation 19:13 (ESV) He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the
name by which he is called is The Word of God
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Philippians 2:9 (ESV) Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name,
Philippians 2:10 (ESV) so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
Philippians 2:11 (ESV) and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
D.

Jesus is described as one who sees the evil, will make war with and judge
His enemies.
Revelation 2:18 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and
whose feet are like burnished bronze.
Revelation 1:14 (ESV) The hairs of his head were white, like white wool,
like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire,
Revelation 19:11 (ESV) Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war.
Revelation 19:12 (ESV) His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head
are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but
himself.
Revelation 19:13 (ESV) He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the
name by which he is called is The Word of God

II.

Christ’s assessment of the church at Thyatira.
A.

The positive assessment
1.

Christ’s positive assessment of the church at Thyatira.
Revelation 2:19 (ESV) “‘I know your works, your love and faith
and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works
exceed the first.
Revelation 2:19 (ESV) “ ‘I know your works, your love and faith and
service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed
the first.
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Revelation 2:19 (ESV) “‘I know your works, your love and faith
and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works
exceed the first.
Revelation 2:19 (ESV) “‘I know your works, your love and faith
and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works
exceed the first.
2.

Christ is well aware of and praises the church for its spiritual
progress.
Revelation 2:19 (ESV) “‘I know your works, your love and faith
and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works
exceed the first.
a.

It is in their spiritual growth and progress that the church at
Thyatira is distinguished.

b.

Unlike the church at Ephesus that had left their first love.
Revelation 2:3 (ESV) I know you are enduring patiently and
bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown
weary.
Revelation 2:4 (ESV) But I have this against you, that you
have abandoned the love you had at first.

B.

Christ’s negative assessment of the church at Thyatira.
1.

They have allowed a false prophetess to negatively influence the
church.
Revelation 2:20 (ESV) But I have this against you, that you tolerate
that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is
teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality
and to eat food sacrificed to idols.
a.

The prophetess is referred to as Jezebel - most
commentators are agreed that this was not her given name.
(1)

Rather, this a descriptive name, given to describe the
character and activity of this woman.
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(2)

b.

A traitor is called a Benedict Arnold, this wicked
woman is called a Jezebel.

Jezebel of the Old Testament was the wife of the wicked
king Ahab.
(1)

Ahab did much evil.
1 Kings 16:30 (ESV) And Ahab the son of Omri did
evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were
before him.

(2)

Ahab married Jezebel.
1 Kings 16:31 (ESV) And as if it had been a light thing
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, he took for his wife Jezebel the daughter of
Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and served
Baal and worshiped him.

(3)

Ahab worshiped Baal.
1 Kings 16:32 (ESV) He erected an altar for Baal in
the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria.

c.

Ahab had done great wickedness because of the influence
of his wife Jezebel.
1 Kings 21:25 (ESV) (There was none who sold himself to
do what was evil in the sight of the LORD like Ahab, whom
Jezebel his wife incited.
1ki 21:25 but there was none like unto ahab, which did sell
himself to work wickedness in the sight of the lord, whom
jezebel his wife stirred up.

d.

The point of referring to this so called prophetess as Jezebel
is that as Jezebel the wife of Ahab stirred him up to do
wickedness, in like manner this prophetess, stirred the
church up to do wickedness.
(1)

The church has been married to her in the sense that
they have tolerated and been committed to her.
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Revelation 2:20 (ESV) But I have this against you, that
you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess and is teaching and seducing my
servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food
sacrificed to idols.
(2)

She has “stirred up the church” through her teaching
as Jezebel “stirred up Ahab through her words.
Revelation 2:20 (ESV) But I have this against you, that
you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess and is teaching and seducing my
servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food
sacrificed to idols.

(3)

She is causing the church to do evil as Jezebel
caused Ahab to do evil.
Revelation 2:20 (ESV) But I have this against you, that
you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess and is teaching and seducing my
servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food
sacrificed to idols.

e.

Both the manner and the form of Jezebel's stirring up the
church is given in verse 20
Revelation 2:20 (ESV) But I have this against you, that you
tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess
and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.

III.

Christ’s warning to the church.
A.

Christ is giving her time to repent but she refuses.
Revelation 2:21 (ESV) I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent
of her sexual immorality.

B.

Christ will bring judgment upon her and her followers.
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Revelation 2:22 (ESV) Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those
who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they
repent of her works,
Revelation 2:23 (ESV) and I will strike her children dead. And all the
churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will
give to each of you according to your works.
IV.

Christ’s encouragement to the church.
A.

To those who are faithful God will cause to rule over the nations.
Revelation 2:26 (ESV) The one who conquers and who keeps my works
until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations,

B.

Christ will completely rule over His enemies and cause them to come to
nothing.
Revelation 2:27 (ESV) and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when
earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received
authority from my Father.

C.

Christ will conquer as a result of the authority given to Him by His Father.
Revelation 2:27 (ESV) and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when
earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received
authority from my Father.

V.

Conclusion: A fuller understanding ot the encouragement.
A.

Remember it was only in this passage that the title "Son of God." is used.
Revelation 2:18 (ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and
whose feet are like burnished bronze.

B.

The emphasis is the authority that the Father has given to His Son.
Revelation 2:27 (ESV) and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when
earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received
authority from my Father.
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C.

There is in our text a clear allusion to Psalm 2.
Revelation 2:27 (ESV) and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when
earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received
authority from my Father.
Psalm 2:9 (ESV) You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in
pieces like a potter's vessel."

D.

The whole of Psalm 2 sheds great light upon our passage.
1.

The Psalm begins with the futility of the nations rejecting Christ's
authority.
Psalm 2:1 (ESV) Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in
vain?

2.

The kings (like king Ahab) have rejected the authority of God and
His Son.
Psalm 2:2 (ESV) The kings of the earth set themselves, and the
rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his
Anointed, saying,
Psalm 2:3 (ESV) "Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their
cords from us."

3.

God, nor His people, are at all threatened by the nations coming
against God the Father and His Son.
Psalm 2:4 (ESV) He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds
them in derision.

4.

God will warn the rebellious and demonstrate His wrath.
Psalm 2:5 (ESV) Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify
them in his fury, saying,

5.

God causes Christ His Son to rule over the nations.
Psalm 2:6 (ESV) "As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy
hill."
Psalm 2:7 (ESV) I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, "You
are my Son; today I have begotten you.
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Psalm 2:8 (ESV) Ask of me, and I will make the nations your
heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.
Psalm 2:9 (ESV) You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash
them in pieces like a potter's vessel."
6.

God gives the rebellious kings time to repent as He did Jezebel
and her followers.
Psalm 2:10 (ESV) Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O
rulers of the earth.
Psalm 2:11 (ESV) Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with
trembling
Revelation 2:21 (ESV) I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to
repent of her sexual immorality.

7.

They are to love and pay homage to the Son of God.
Psalm 2:12 (ESV) Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in
the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take
refuge in him.

8.

Those who refuse will be destroyed.
Psalm 2:12 (ESV) Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in
the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take
refuge in him

9.

Those who worship the Son will be blessed.
Psalm 2:12 (ESV) Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in
the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take
refuge in him
Revelation 2:25 (ESV) Only hold fast what you have until I come.
Revelation 2:26 (ESV) The one who conquers and who keeps my
works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations,
Revelation 2:27 (ESV) and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as
when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have
received authority from my Father.

E.

The people of God will have the last laugh over their enemies.
Psalm 2:4 (ESV) He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them
in derision.
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