The Church at Smyrna
Introduction:
I.

Description of Christ
Revelation 2:8 (ESV) “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The
words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.
A.

We have been emphasizing the fact that the description of Christ that is
given to the churches comes from the vision of Christ that is given in
chapter 1.
Revelation 1:17 (ESV) When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.
But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the
last,
Revelation 1:18 (ESV) and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.

B.

Further we have been stressing that the particular reference to the
description of Christ that is given to the churches is directly applicable to
their condition.

C.

In this instance, the resurrection of Jesus and His being alive is to be a
source of comfort to the church at Smyrna that may have to suffer death
in their faithfulness to Christ.
Revelation 2:10 (ESV) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of life.
Praise for the Church

II.

Christ is well aware of and cares about the suffering that the Smyrna Christians
are going through.
A.

Christ is well aware and cares about their suffering.
1.

Christ knows about their trouble.
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Revelation 2:9 (ESV) "‘I know your tribulation and your poverty
(but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

2.

a.

This is not the tribulation of the last days which is yet future.

b.

Nevertheless, it is trouble that comes with identifying with
Christ throughout the ages.

Christ knows about their hardships.
Revelation 2:9 (ESV) "‘I know your tribulation and your poverty
(but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
a.

Smyrna was a city 35 miles north of Ephesus.

b.

And like Ephesus, Smyrna was a seaport and a prosperous
city over all.

c.

The poverty is most likely due to the persecution that they
are suffering.

d.

The book of Hebrews gives us some insight into the
financial hardship that accompanied persecution.
Hebrews 10:34 (ESV) For you had compassion on those in
prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better
possession and an abiding one.

B.

Christ is also well aware of their blessedness.
1.

Though they were poor materially, they were rich spiritually.
Revelation 2:9 (ESV) "‘I know your tribulation and your poverty
(but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

2.

The scriptures often speak of the spiritual riches for those who
suffer material loss.

2

Hebrews 10:34 (ESV) For you had compassion on those in prison,
and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since
you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an
abiding one
Matthew 19:29 (ESV) And everyone who has left houses or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my
name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.
3.

Christ is not only well aware of our sufferings, He also is well aware
of our blessedness.
Revelation 2:9 (ESV) "‘I know your tribulation and your poverty
(but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

C.

a.

We may wonder why Christ would allow us to experience
the things that we do.

b.

It is very helpful to gain Christ’s perspective on our suffering.

c.

Christ, though not insensitive to our sufferings, sees us as
richly blessed.

d.

He is more than compensating us in our sufferings.

e.

He is very much caring and providing for us as we go
through these trials on His behalf.

Christ is well aware of their persecutors.
1.

Their persecution stemmed from those who had a Jewish
background.
Revelation 2:9 (ESV) "‘I know your tribulation and your poverty
(but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
a.

These people bring blasphemy against God.
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Revelation 2:9 (ESV) "‘I know your tribulation and your
poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say
that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan.
Romans 2:23 (ESV) You who boast in the law dishonor God
by breaking the law.
b.

These were people who were Jews in name only.
Revelation 2:9 (ESV) "‘I know your tribulation and your
poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say
that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan.
Romans 2:28 (ESV) For no one is a Jew who is merely one
outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical.
Romans 2:29 (ESV) But a Jew is one inwardly, and
circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the
letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

c.

They are inadvertently serving the purposes of the evil one.
Revelation 2:9 (ESV) "‘I know your tribulation and your
poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say
that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan.
(1)

We are not to think that there was a Satanic cult of
worship at the time.

(2)

Rather, unwittingly, these individuals are not serving
God but Satan.
John 8:39 (ESV) They answered him, “Abraham is
our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were
Abraham’s children, you would be doing the works
Abraham did,
John 8:40 (ESV) but now you seek to kill me, a man
who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This
is not what Abraham did.
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John 8:41 (ESV) You are doing the works your father
did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual
immorality. We have one Father—even God.”
John 8:42 (ESV) Jesus said to them, “If God were
your Father, you would love me, for I came from God
and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he
sent me.
John 8:43 (ESV) Why do you not understand what I
say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word.
John 8:44 (ESV) You are of your father the devil, and
your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a
liar and the father of lies.
III.

Christ encourages them not to be afraid with regard to what they are soon going
to suffer on account of His name.
A.

Christ encourages them by letting them know things are going to get
worse rather than better.
Revelation 2:10 (ESV) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of life.
1.

There have always been false teachers that proclaim individuals
are not going to suffer the way that God says that they will suffer.
Ezekiel 13:8 (ESV) Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Because
you have uttered falsehood and seen lying visions, therefore
behold, I am against you, declares the Lord GOD.
Ezekiel 13:9 (ESV) My hand will be against the prophets who see
false visions and who give lying divinations. They shall not be in
the council of my people, nor be enrolled in the register of the
house of Israel, nor shall they enter the land of Israel. And you shall
know that I am the Lord GOD.
Ezekiel 13:10 (ESV) Precisely because they have misled my
people, saying, ‘Peace,’ when there is no peace, and because,
when the people build a wall, these prophets smear it with
whitewash,
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They try to cover up the adversity by putting a positive spin on
what is going to take place.
Ezekiel 13:10 (ESV) Precisely because they have misled my
people, saying, ‘Peace,' when there is no peace, and because,
when the people build a wall, these prophets smear it with
whitewash,

2.

3.

B.

a.

People would much rather hear that they are not going to
suffer as opposed to hearing that they will suffer.

b.

There is no comfort in lies and false hope.

c.

God is providing people an opportunity to prepare for their
suffering.

In my estimation there is a lot of false hope that is being given
concerning the escape of suffering and tribulation.
a.

This includes the false hope of the health and wealth gospel.

b.

It also includes the false hope of the American church that
has not experienced times of real persecution.

Such a false hope does not ready people for what they are about
to face.

Christ encourages His people by letting them know the source of their
suffering.
Revelation 2:10 (ESV) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of life.

C.

Christ encourages His people by letting them know the purpose of their
suffering.
Revelation 2:10 (ESV) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of life.
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Suffering in general is a testing and thus a marvelous opportunity for our
witness to be authenticated.
D.

Christ encourage His people by telling them of the brevity of their
suffering.
Revelation 2:10 (ESV) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of life.
2 Corinthians 4:16 (ESV) So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.
2 Corinthians 4:17 (ESV) For this light momentary affliction is preparing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,
2 Corinthians 4:18 (ESV) as we look not to the things that are seen but to
the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but
the things that are unseen are eternal.

E.

Christ encourages His people by letting them know the full extent of what
they are about to suffer.
Revelation 2:10 (ESV) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of life.

F.

1.

A good Dr. lets you know what you are going to expect in your
illness.

2.

They are told some will be imprisoned, some will suffer and some
will die.

Christ encourages His people by giving them hope in the midst of their
suffering.
Revelation 2:10 (ESV) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of life.
1.

We tend to give praise to individuals at their funerals.
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2.
IV.

God will gave praise to individuals in the life to come.

The greatest blessing is eternal life.
Revelation 2:11 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’
A.

The second death refers to the final judgment that will come upon the
unbeliever which results in their permanent separation from God.
Revelation 20:13 (ESV) And the sea gave up the dead who were in it,
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were
judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.
Revelation 20:14 (ESV) Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake
of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.
Revelation 20:15 (ESV) And if anyone’s name was not found written in the
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

B.

For the believer there is no fear of eternal judgment or suffering in the
future.
Revelation 2:11 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the
second death.'

V.

Conclusion:
A.

As a people of God we are not to fear death.

B.

We are to have confidence in our resurrection due to Christ’s own
resurrection from the dead.
Revelation 2:8 (ESV) “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.

C.

We are not to fear any judgment after our death.

D.

Rather we are going to receive praise and eternal life with Jesus Christ
our Lord.

E.

Any suffering that we are presently experiencing is not to be interpreted
as God’s punishing us.

8

F.

Rather, any suffering we are presently experiencing is an opportunity to
authenticate our faith before an unbelieving world.

G.

It is important that we ready ourselves for suffering, by increasing our
knowledge of and our assurance that the blessings of the life to come
can not be compared to the suffering that we are now experiencing.
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